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Carolina Yards is a state-wide initiative by 
Clemson University Cooperative Extension 
Service.  The Lexington County Master 
Gardener Volunteers (LCMGV) promote and 
support the Carolina Yards program goal for 
healthy, watershed-friendly landscapes in 
the community.

Carolina Yards seeks to collaborate with 
homeowners to create an environmentally 
friendly landscaping program designed to 
conserve water in the landscape and make 
positive changes in the environmental 
quality of yards, neighborhoods, businesses, 
and surrounding waterways.  

From Batesburg to Swansea to Cayce to 
Peak, Lexington County Master Gardener 
Volunteers provide gardening support to its 
members, and to the community through 
inspiration, education, and leadership in 
projects such as: 

Garden like a Master (GLaM) (Free work-
shops given at local Libraries and Garden 
Clubs)

Ask a Master Gardener Booths (Lexington 
County Ag & Art Tour, Riverbanks Zoo, 
State Farmers Market, The Market at 
IceHouse)

Rent A Master Gardener (by Appoint-
ment)

Spring Garden Jamboree & Garden Tour

For questions on landscaping, gardening, 
lawn care, plant health, pests and more, visit 
Clemson Extension’s Home and Garden 
Center website: 

www.hgic.clemson.edu.

For information on stormwater pollution and 
watersheds, visit the Lexington Countywide 
Stormwater Consortium website: 

www.lcswc.com , 
or Carolina Clear: 

www.clemson.edu/carolinaclear.

The Lexington County Cooperative
 Extension Of�ice

 605 West Main St., Ste. F, 
Lexington, S.C. 29072

Phone: 803-359-8515
Fax: 803-359-4245 

Saluda Shoals Park 
is a Carolina Yard.

www.clemson.edu/cy



The 12 Carolina Yards Principles

1: Maintain Healthy Soil
Maintaining healthy soil may be the single most 
important thing you can do for your landscape.  Soil 
samples may be dropped off at the Lexington County 
Extension Of�ice.  The report will indicate the present 
nutrient levels and pH value and advise the type and 
amount of amendments recommended.

2: Recycle Yard Waste
A home-made, nutrient-rich organic compost of 
leaves, grass clippings, and plant-based kitchen 
scraps energizes the soil food web. Compost bins, 
compost, and mulch are available at the Lexington 
County Edmund Land�ill and Compost Facility.

3: Mulch Matters
Two to three inches of mulch 
moderates soil temperature, 
retains moisture, and weed 
growth. For more information 
about mulch, see Clemson's Home 
and Garden Information Center 
Fact Sheet 1604. 

4: Right Plant, Right Place
Gardeners increase the probability of 
success when a chosen plant re�lects 
the conditions of the place in which it is 
planted: overall purpose, zone, 
exposure to light, spacing, required 
care, and bloom time should all be 
considered.  Make sure you match the 
plant's label to your landscape. Your 
Independent Garden Center (IGC) can 
assist you. 

5: Garden Like a Local
Native plant species have survived for 
hundreds of years in the SC midland 
climate growing deeper roots which 
requires less water, fertilizer and 
pesticides. The Carolina Yards Plant 
Database is a vast resource for selection 
of SC native plants.

6: Remove Invasive Plants
Invasive plants signi�icantly reduce ecosystem 
biodiversity and can be a severe threat to stabili-
ty and sustainability of our natural resources.  
Management of invasive, nonnative plant species 
is dif�icult and complex in the Midlands garden.  
It is estimated that 100 million acres in the 
United States are already impacted by invasive 
plant species, requiring costly management. 
Plant labels do not re�lect invasive species.  The 
of�icial listing of regulated invasives species in SC 
is available at: 
www.se-eppc.org/southcarolina/scinvasives.pdf

7: Be Wise When You Fertilize
Fertilizer is added to supply the missing 
nutrients determined by a soil test. 
Following the label’s instructions will 
enhance the plant and reduce pollution 
of drinking water.

8: Managing Yard Pests
Your shadow is the best gardener.  
Be knowledgeable about pest 
identi�ication, disease resistant 
species, physical removal, 
insecticidal soaps and oils before 
the growing season.

9: Water Wisely
The proper frequency, time, and method 
of watering discourages weed growth 
while reducing mowing time and disease 
outbreaks.  Effective watering will help 
the plant to grow deep roots and reduce 
your water bill! See HGIC Factsheet 1207 
for Lawns and 1260 for Gardens.

10: Rain as a Resource
Soaker hoses attached to rain 
barrels can be a passive way to 
water beds and gardens. The LC 
Stormwater Consortium 
periodically conducts Build Your 
Own Rain Barrel Workshops.

11: Reduce Runoff
The average family uses more water 
outside in the garden rather than bathing 
and laundering.  Less runoff means less 
potential for lawn clippings, chemicals 
and pet waste to enter waterways. 
Drought tolerant plants, permeable 
surfaces, and proper disposal will reduce 
runoff. Carolina Clear, guardian of SC 
stormwater and water resources is the 
perfect Carolina Yards partner!

12: Provide for Wildlife
Wildlife need food, water, cover, and shelter. The 
widest variety of habitat elements will attract the 
greatest number of birds and other animals to the 
yard.  The SC Wildlife Foundation can guide you 
online to provide for wildlife and certify your yard 
into a Certi�ied Wildlife Habitat®.


